Core Comczpbs in Hijsi:on& at Sha,p
You harve to know the past to understand the present” - Carl Sagan

Our core concepts in history are the "hig ideas” that Lie af the heart of history as a discipline. We want ow- children not to see history s an accumulation
of more and more content’ and. Lacts’ so core concepts and threshold concepts provide o lens through mhich owr children can understand the subject and
wiow the past and make Links to the present. Whilst these ideas are more commonly known as ‘second. order concepts’ in academic history, mwe helieve thak
these .are the main, ‘core’, principles that owr children need to he able to access and understand history; without these skills they would simply be learning
Jacts and not “doing history, meaninglully engaging with people, places, events and communicating how owr world today has bheen shaped through history.

Core concepts are considered ‘big to show their importance to history and give the subject unity and cohesion. These are represented in our milestone
assessments to show how children can progress at each stage of their history education. The core concepts in history ak Shap are:
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In comparison to our core concepts, threshold concepts are like a lens that children view certain elements of their history journey through and allow them to make
schematic Links to deepen their knowledge and understanding. Threshold concepts are more abstract than the core concepts and. can therefore translorm childrens
understanding and appreciation of the subject and their sview of the past. Once a child understands the threshold concept, the child has permanently crossed into a
more profound understanding., one that empowers them to connect prior and new knowledge in more sophisticated ways (Meyers and Land, 2003). For example,
o children will rewmisit the threshold concepk o power and. auﬂ’wrib& in their work in KSI on monarchs; ,thnough to LKSQ mhere i'}uaaL Lrwestigate how the Romans
exerted power and authority over the Britons: through to UKSQ where they mill interrogate sources to disconver the power struggle hebween Anglo S.axons and
Vikings. At zach point they mill be able to view power and authority in o different may, developing o nuanced and complex understanding of the concept.

The threshold. concepts in our history curriculum hove been chosen carefully to reflect the particular needs and interests o owr children, Jor example farming has
J:).ezn,d\o/smtoWowb@wm%mmnuwmwwomg}mwoww. Below orzourﬂu’mshohimnaepbsmdﬁomzwagﬁmw}uphow
children engage with these in their history learning.

- Who is in pomwer? . i . g . ' ' - How hawve leisiure
onver time?

- Do all P.@o,plz n
leisure in the same
way?

- How does power
and auﬂwribz}
affect Leisure time?

- How .do me krnow
ahout leisure

. What does trade past?
Look like oner time
and how has it

changed?




