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Dear Parents and Carers,

Plans for our Full Reopening on Monday 08 March

Thank you!			

Please may we begin by thanking all of our families for the incredible support you have shown during the lockdown.  You have embraced the changes amazingly well, and managed to cope with homelearning and a partial reopening effectively.  We are sure you will agree, that all of our staff also deserve a huge thank you for their hard work, stamina and dedication they have shown towards providing the best education they can for our children within the uncertainties and complications of this pandemic.


Reopening

Following guidance from the Department for Education, all schools should allow full attendance from Monday 08 March. School attendance will be mandatory for all pupils, so we look forward to seeing all children in school unless of course they are unwell, or they are having to self-isolate.   Because there will still be risks while coronavirus (COVID-19) remains in the community, we have been asked to put in a range of protective measures, so things will be a bit different when our children return to school for the new academic year.
Whilst being ‘partially open’ this half term we have continued to implement the protective measures on a smaller-scale, with our ‘bubble’ that has been operating.  This has included:
· Improved handwashing procedures
· Ensuring good respiratory hygiene – ‘Catch it, bin it, kill it’
· Enhanced cleaning, including cleaning more frequently touched surfaces more often
· Minimising contact and maintaining distance

On reopening, we will continue with this good practice, whilst operating four ‘class bubbles’.  The government (and ourselves through observing our children in our setting) recognise that younger children are not able to maintain social distancing, so the emphasis will be on separating the ‘four bubbles’ where possible.  For the older children, there will also be distancing, where possible.


Lateral Flow Device Testing

The Department for Education also announced that it will start a programme of asymptomatic Covid-19 testing in primary schools, school-based nurseries and maintained nursery schools. 

Along with the other protective measures we are taking, testing will allow us to take further measures to help us to ensure that school is as safe an environment as possible. Up to one in three people who have Covid-19 have the virus without symptoms so could be transmitting the virus unknowingly. Tackling the pandemic requires identifying asymptomatic, infectious individuals. By testing, we will help to reduce the spread in schools. I am therefore strongly encouraging all staff to take the tests. At the present time, the Department for Education has not shared any intentions to introduce rapid testing for pupils in primary schools.

Testing will be conducted using a Lateral Flow Device (LFD). Lateral Flow Device (LFD) tests have been widely and successfully used to detect COVID-19 in asymptomatic individuals. No test is perfect, but the speed and convenience of LFD tests supports detection of the virus in asymptomatic individuals who would not otherwise be tested. They are clinically approved and are crucial in the fight against the virus as they will help us to detect asymptomatic individuals and ensure that they do not attend school.

Staff will be taking the tests twice weekly.  In the event of a positive outcome, we will be required to close the bubble(s) that the ‘positive testing staff member’ has had contact with at short notice and ask your child to isolate as the contact of someone testing positive for COVID-19. We will make every effort to ensure that this is completed as early as possible and will communicate with parents via text message and email as soon as we can. 

Following a positive Lateral Flow Test, staff members will be directed for a confirmatory test at a Test and Trace centre and we will notify parents of the outcome of this test as soon as possible.

We have been advised that households, childcare and support bubbles of primary and secondary-age pupils will also be allowed access to regular rapid lateral flow testing.  We have not however been given any information as to how to access this testing… We will update you as soon as we have that information!


Children who are unwell

We will continue to be vigilant and ask as always to please look out for symptoms of COVID-19 in your child:
· Aa temperature of 37.8°C or above
· A new persistent cough or loss of
· A change to, sense of taste or smell 

We have recently been informed of other symptoms identified by Cumbria Public Health:
· Severe headache
· Fatigue
· Diarrhoea
· Sore throat 

Please note, if any child or adult in school displays any of the 7 symptoms listed above, we will ask them to remain at home and book an appointment to be tested for COVID.



Staggered start and finishing times and processes for drop off and collection

To allow us to keep our ‘class bubbles’ separate and minimise contact, as previously, each ‘class bubble’ will have their own entrance and the start and finish times of our school day will be staggered.  Half of the school will operate from 8.30 – 3.00 and half of the school will operate from 9.00 – 3.30.  

Please refer to the table overleaf for timings:




	Class
	Drop-off Time
	Drop-off Location
	Collection Time
	Collection Location

	Catbells
Morning Nursery
	8.30
	Catbells / CDC entrance
	11.30
	Catbells / CDC entrance

	Catbells
Afternoon Nursery
	12.00
	Catbells / CDC entrance
	3.00
	Catbells / CDC entrance

	Catbells
Reception / Nursery children who attend all day
	8.30
	Catbells / CDC entrance
	3.00
	Catbells / CDC entrance

	Kidsty Pike
Year 1 and 2
	9.00
	Kidsty Pike entrance via school carpark
	3.30
	Kidsty Pike entrance via school carpark

	Blencathra
Year 3 and 4
	9.00
	Blencathra entrance via school yard
	3.30
	Blencathra entrance via school yard

	Helvellyn
Year 5 and 6
	8.30
	Helvellyn entrance / old wooden door
	3.00
	Helvellyn entrance / old wooden door



If you have more than one child, and their drop off and collection times differ, our staff are happy to have the children in the class (independent reading / homework / ICT) while they are waiting for their class to start or finish to save you making two trips!


Wraparound care

We will be resuming Early Drop-off Club and After School Club, with a few changes to the hygiene and protective measures that we will put in place.  We will not be able to keep the children attending our wraparound care within  four separate bubbles similar to the ‘class bubbles’, however we have planned activities that allow for distancing amongst the children. 

· Early Drop Off Club will run from 8.00 – 8.30, and will take place on the yard (or in the hall if raining).  If, due to the staggering of the school day your child starts school at 9.00, they will be able to have the opportunity to read in their class or complete any online learning that they have before school starts for them.
· After School Club will run from 3.30 – 5.30, and will take place in the hall and outdoors.  If, due to the staggering of the school day your child finishes school at 3.00, they will be able to have the opportunity to read in their classes or complete any online learning that they have until After School Club starts at 3.30.

Early Drop Off Club and After School Club must be pre-booked in advance.  Please complete and return the attached booking forms with payment to the school office ASAP and please note that both Early Club and After School club must now be pre-booked for each month rather than adhoc on the day, unless prearranged.


Staggered Playtimes and Lunchtimes

Similarly, to allow us to keep our ‘class bubbles’ separate and minimise contact, we will continue to stagger playtimes and lunchtimes to ensure that children play and eat within their ‘class bubbles’.  

Catbells class and then (after cleaning) Kidsty Pike class will dine in the hall, and our older children in Blencathra and Helvellyn classes will dine in their classrooms.

Please order your child’s lunches as normal via Lunchshop: 
 https://www.lunchshop.co.uk/user/login

 If you have forgotten how to do this, please get in touch with Sarah or Julie in the office, and they’ll be happy to remind you!


Taxi

The taxi service will continue to run as normal for our children, and will accommodate the staggered day.  Stuart will drop-off children as close to our earliest start (8.30) and collect children as close to our latest finish (3.30).  Whilst waiting for the taxi, or their day to begin, ‘taxi children’ will have the opportunity to read in their classes or complete any online learning that they have.  Stuart will organise a regular seating plan for the taxi, and will ensure that cleaning and hygiene measures are established and maintained.  Taxi children should continue to wear facemasks for their journey, as previously.

Sarah Caton will be in touch directly with ‘taxi families’ to gain an up-to-date timetable of who will be accessing the taxi provision.  If however you have to rearrange your child(ren)’s transport arrangements within a school day, please give us advanced warning, ensuring that the school office is informed by lunchtime at the latest.


Uniform

To simplify the organisation of PE and physical activities, we are requesting that your child continues to wear an ‘informal uniform’ that they will be comfortable wearing all day within the class and for outdoor PE lessons.  This will reduce the need for changing, and avoid the need for additional items that your child will need to bring into school. 

Please can your child wear:
· Shap CE School jumper with a t-shirt underneath
· Tracksuit bottoms or leggings
· Trainers or sandshoes suitable for physical activity on the school yard or field

[bookmark: _GoBack]Outdoor learning with Outward Bound as part of our PE curriculum will continue from 15.03.21.  Your child’s class teacher will be in touch in due course to advise you of the timings of sessions so that you know when to bring in wellies and waterproofs.  We do still have waterproof clothing available to borrow for those children who do not have their own sets.


What can you do to support us?

· Reinforce the need for, and practice the efficient methods for handwashing.  I have attached a poster to the end of this letter, that is displayed in our bathrooms, it would be helpful if you could remind your child(ren) on the lead up to their return to school.
· Promote good respiratory hygiene – ‘Catch it, bin it, kill it’.  I have attached a poster to the end of this letter that is displayed around School, it would be helpful if you could remind your child(ren) on the lead up to their return to school.
· Remind your child how to minimise contact and maintain social distance.
· Take a note of drop-off and collection arrangements and be prepared for a swift drop-off and collection in order to support our endeavours to minimise contact.
· Organise an informal uniform for your child(ren).
· Order your child(ren)’s lunches ASAP to allow us to place our food orders.
· Prepare your booking forms for Early Drop-off and After School Clubs.

We hope that this letter and accompanying documentation has given you the information that you need to understand what arrangements we have made to enable children to return to us on Monday 08 March.  We are looking forward to welcoming our children back, and I hope that you are assured that we continue to take all possible steps to ensure the safety for all in our school.  If you have any questions, do not hesitate to email us.

Kind Regards

Katie Chappell						
Acting Headteacher						
kchappell@shap.cumbria.sch.uk		
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Wash your hands
with soap and water
for 20 seconds.
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To help keep time,
sing ‘Happy Birthday’ twice.
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CATCH IT

Germs spread easily. Always carry
tissues and use them to catch your 4l
cough or sneeze.

BIN IT

Germs can live for several hours on
tissues. Dispose of your tissue as soon as
possible.

KILL IT

Hands can transfer germs to every
surface you touch. Clean your hands as
s00n as you can.
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