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Dear Parents and Carers,


I hope you are all well?

Well done to our families:  Homelearning continues, and we’d just like to say well done to all of you families!  It is not an easy task, especially for those of you are juggling homelearning whilst going out to work, and for those of you struggling with resources and equipment!  It must be extra tricky for families who have children in different classes and even schools – I am at an advantage having twins, at least they are doing the same work! 

We need to say a very big thank you to the Wood family!  Our educational visit to Waters Farm had to be cancelled due to the pandemic, however Janet and the rest of her family would not be defeated, and worked with Mrs Kelsall to provide a ‘Virtual Tour’ of Waters Farm.  This enriched Catbells’ children’s learning immensely!  Take a look https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JOqjOnMkT_A

Alan Hartley has also been beavering away preparing some orienteering resources that can be completed during lockdown!  You child’s class teacher will be sending them home for you to try out – have fun, and I’m predicting they may be a challenge for you!  Thank you, Alan, we appreciate the time you have spent preparing these for us!
 
Well done to our staff team: I would also like to say well done to our amazing staff team who are working incredibly hard to provide such wonderful opportunities and activities for our children, whilst juggling their own personal demands too.  We have appreciated all of the positive feedback, and words of thanks received.  Not only are staff working together with our families to support homelearning, some of our staff are working in the hub school at Penrith, and some staff are working with The Salvation Army to deliver food parcels to vulnerable families within our Penrith Cluster of schools.  They truly are superstars, and a wonderful team.

Well done to our children: the children’s lives have been turned upside down, yet they are coping well considering!  Thank you to all of you who have updated us with photographs of our children! it's good to see that even when we are apart, they are still soaring! Have a look at the slideshow on our website, it is bound to make you smile!  https://www.shap.cumbria.sch.uk/covid19-pandemic-arrangements/

We are constantly updating this, so please keep your photographs coming! (email to head@shap.cumbria.sch.uk ) The children are missing each other, so it is good to provide some photographs so that they can keep updated as to their friends’ activities.  

Please encourage your children to keep in touch with their peers and friends!  Emailing using the school emails seems to be popular, even the staff enjoy receiving their emails from the children!  I know of families who are sending postcards and cards through the post and families using WhatsApp and Zoom to keep in touch with each other too.

Online Safety: With many children having to stay at home and indoors we appreciate the possibility of increased internet and social media use. To raise awareness and provide advice for parents, Prevent have been working with the Department of Education to create a leaflet around online safety that I have attached for your reference.  I feel this builds nicely on what the children have learned with Mrs Watton in school.

Worries:  Within this newsletter, I have summarised lots of positive news, and aspects that I am thankful for.  Equally though, this pandemic brings many worries and concerns, for both adults and children alike.  These may be about homelearning and education, or about the global situation.  What is most important to us is the wellbeing of our families.  We genuinely encourage you to keep in touch with us, and allow us to help ease any of your worries and concerns, particularly those relating to homelearning and education.  Parents and / or children have benefitted from telephone or video conversations with staff, even if it just offers reassurance and encouragement!  It is also nice for staff to chat to you other than by email!  If you would benefit from a chat, email staff via their school email addresses, and we will arrange a mutually convenient appointment!
					
There has been a new eBook released for children to read at home, written and illustrated by author and illustrator Jon Burgerman. 'Everybody Worries'.  This has been designed to support parents and carers whose children are feeling worried or anxious about Coronavirus and the changes it’s brought to their lives.  You can read this at https://bit.ly/3aTZuvY

VE Day: Sadly, our plans to celebrate VE Day this Bank Holiday 08 May ’20 have been halted.  However, we are not giving up altogether, we are just amending plans!  Your child’s class teachers will be setting homelearning activities that focus on WW2 and VE Day, and we are embracing the plans of Shap Parish Council to celebrate VE Day by encouraging our children to make decorations, dress up, bake goodies and learn songs and dances ready to have your garden tea parties on Friday!  

If you require any red, white and blue paper or colouring pens to help with your preparations, Julie Hunter will pop some outside of school on Wednesday for you.

We have had a wonderful account of VE Day from Mrs Brown, and from some of your family members, if you know of anyone in their 80’s or 90’s who would like to share their memories with us, please email them to us at head@shap.cumbria.sch.uk


Free School Meals and Food Parcels: The voucher system that replaces the Free School Meals provision seems to be working well for families, please get in touch with Julie Hunter on admin@shap.cumbria.sch.uk for any free school meal related enquiries.  Pauline Harron also continues to do a wonderful job coordinating the Fareshare food deliveries amongst our villagers.  If you would be interested in receiving a Fareshare food parcel, please get in touch with Pauline on 07538587613, or email her on Pauline.harron@gmail.co   As mentioned earlier, we are also working with The Salvation Army in Penrith, ordering and delivering emergency food and toiletries to vulnerable families within our Penrith Cluster of schools.  If this is something you would appreciate, please let us know by emailing head@shap,cumbria.sch.uk and we can arrange this for you.


[bookmark: _GoBack]The news is full of questions about how and when we will return to normality.  As a Penrith Cluster of schools, we continue to work together under the guidance of the Local Authority, the diocese  and The Primary Heads Association.  We have had no information through as yet as to when normality will be resumed; I will however keep you updated as and when I have more information.

In the meantime, take good care of yourselves, please give the children a hug from us, we are missing them desperately!  

Kind Regards

Katie Chappell
Acting Headteacher – Shap CE School
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